confesses l that a congregation of Christians could not be mustered on such days.
On the other hand, he was found frequently enough on the benches of the theatre. The theatre was a peculiarly mixed institution in the Roman world. It was there that rhetoricians delivered their ornate discourses, and aspirants to the art contended for the crown. Yet it seems clear that Augustine went there for other than intellectual feasts. The drama was greatly neglected in the closing years of the empire, and the stage was used for an exhibition of coarse and stupid buffoonery. Conjurers and acrobats were provided, but the chief attractions were the ribaldry of the mime and the frequently obscene performance of the pantomime. In the fourth century actors and actresses were treated as a class beyond the pale of moral feeling, and they had their revenge on the morals of their superiors. Christian bishops, wiser in this than the men of state, wrung some unwilling recognition of their human dignity from the emperors, but it was often re-
1 See Sermon 19, for instance.